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A SELECTIVE MICROFILM EDITION 
PART II 
(1879-1886) 


REEL 81 


LETTERBOOK SERIES (LBK-3) 
Letter books, LB-009 - LB-014 



Letterbook, LB-009 


This letterbook covers the period March 1881-January 1882. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison. There is also correspondence by Samuel Insull. Most 
of Edison's letters are in the hand of Insull, acting as Edison's secretary. The 
correspondence relates primarily to electric lighting. Included are letters 
concerning the construction of the Holborn Viaduct central station in London, the 
use of batteries for electric lighting, and the development of dynamos and lamps. 
There are also letters pertaining to electric railway patent interferences, the 
periodical Science , and the Paris Electrical Exhibition of 1881. Among the 
recipients are Joshua F. Bailey, Charles Batchelor, the Edison Electric Lamp 
Company, George E. Gouraud, Edward H. Johnson, and Theodore Puskas. The front 
cover is marked "1881." The spine is stamped "Letters." The book contains 497 
filmed red PaeCS ^ ^ index ‘ A PP roximate ly 30 percent of the book has been 
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Letterbook, LB-010 


This letterbook covers the periods April-November 1881, dune-July 1884, July 
1885, and July-September 1888. Most of the correspondence is by Edison and is in 
the hand of Samuel Insull or Alfred O. Tate, acting as Edison's secretaries. Most of 
the letters from the years 1881-1885 concern routine stock transactions of the 
Electric Tube Company and the Edison Electric Light Company. There are also 
miscellaneous other routine letters relating to the business of these companies. A 
few of the letters from 1888 deal with more substantive matters. There are 
several letters pertaining to the phonograph business and one letter concerning the 
use of electricity to eliminate unwanted animals. The front cover is marked 
"1881." The book contains 466 numbered pages and an index; pages 28-466 are 
blank. Only five pages of letters from 1888 have been filmed. 
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Letterbook, LB-011 


This letterbook covers the period 3anuary-March 1882. Many of the letters 
are by Edison. There is also correspondence by Samuel Insull and Richard N. Dyer. 
Most of Edison's correspondence is in the the hand of Insull or Dyer, acting as 
Edison's secretary. The correspondence relates primarily to electric lighting in 
Europe. Included are orders for lamps, dynamos, and electrical distribution 
equipment for the United Kingdom and France, along with letters about the terms 
of shipping and payment. Other correspondence deals with the Holborn Viaduct 
generating station in London, patent interferences in the United Kingdom and 
Germany, and contracts regarding the electric light and telephone in Europe and 
the Far East. Among the recipients are Charles Batchelor, S. Bergmann & Co., 
George E. Gouraud, Edward H. Johnson, and Lemuel W. Serrell. The front cover is 
marked ''1882." The spine is labeled "1882" and is stamped "Edison Letters N.Y. 
No. 3." The book contains 502 numbered pages and an index. Approximately 50 
percent of the book has been filmed. 
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Letterbook, LB-012 


This letterbook covers the period March-May 1882. Many of the letters are 
by Edison. There is also correspondence by Samuel Insull and Richard N. Dyer. 
Most of Edison's correspondence is in the hand of Samuel Insull, acting as Edison's 
secretary. The correspondence relates primarily to electric lighting and to 
patents. The electric lighting material includes orders for steam engines and 
electrical distribution equipment for central stations in the United Kingdom and 
France. The patent-related material concerns electric light and magneto¬ 
telephone patent interferences in the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. 
There are also some letters pertaining to legislation in the United States to protect 
purchasers of patented articles. Among the recipients are Armington & Sims, 
Charles Batchelor, S. Bergmann & Co., George E. Gouraud, and Edward H. 
Johnson. The front cover is marked "1882." The spine is labeled "1882" and is 
stamped "Edison Letters New York No. 4." The book contains 478 numbered pages 
and an index. Approximately 60 percent of the book has been filmed. 
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A. 


May 8 [188]2 

Major [Sherburne B. Eaton] 

How would it do to mail all the back numbers of the bulletins to the 
applicants for license that have been received and on file in statistical dept with a 
letter stating that the final experiment of a central station is fast approaching and 
that upon the completion & success of the experiment the Company will be ready 
to enter into negotiations. 

We should keep the interest up among these people, and start the negotiations 
so that we shall have friends in every city looking out for us & themselves in 
awakening interest getting rights way etc. 
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Letterbook, LB-013 


This letterbook covers the period July 1882-November 1883. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison. There is also correspondence by Samuel Insull. Most 
of Edison's letters are in the hand of Insull, acting as Edison's secretary. The 
correspondence and other documents in this volume relate to the electric light 
business in the United States and Europe. Of particular significance is a letter 
from Edison to Charles Batchelor containing drawings and descriptions of lamp 
improvements in Edison's hand. Other important recipients include Calvin Goddard 
and Edward H. Johnson. The spine is labeled "1882-1883" and is stamped "Letters 
Personal No. 1. T.A.E." The book contains 299 numbered pages; pages 27-299 are 
blank. There is no index. All the pages have been filmed except for blank pages 
and duplicate copies. 
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Letterbook, LB-014 


This letterbook covers the period August-December 1882. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison. There is also correspondence by Samuel Insull. Most 
of Edison's letters are in the hand of Insull, acting as Edison's secretary. The 
correspondence relates primarily to the financing and construction of central 
stations in the United Kingdom and France. There are also letters about the 
opening of the Pearl Street central station in New York City, the operations at the 
Menlo Park Laboratory, and the financial dealings of Edison-affiliated companies. 
Other correspondence pertains to the manufacture and shipment of lamps and 
dynamos within the United States. Among the recipients are Charles Batchelor, 
George H. Bliss, the Edison Electric Light Company, Calvin Goddard, and John F. 
Randolph. The spine is stamped "Edison Letters No. 7. T.A.E." The book contains 
500 numbered pages and an index. Approximately 60 percent of the book has been 
filmed. 
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Co dynamos drawing 


drawinj 


forwarded 
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considerable tima before, 


is 150 light machine 


draughtsman 


drawing! 


machine 


Oalrioh 


should refuse to land yon drawings 


then th'f 


not only personally want 


rouble 


1 ith all information possible but- also gave him every facility 


chops and draughting top 


further his wishes , 


should think that Mather fi Platt would have aided you 








Col 4 r-oorpo !?, nouraud, 

tiomlon, fSnftland, 

'■'y noar colonol: - 

* X duly rooaxvod your favor of thh lfVth, insf., 
and 'am 6orry to suy that I oannot comply w.vth your roquast as to 
Poly form un T. do not think thut I s ton Id oomo out of it with any 
f’r iat crortit to .nysalf whathor ray nomo is or i« not associated 
.rit.h it 1 , and this as of far.^roater iiui<6rtan<*o to mo than ahy 
dons id'.“rat ao n as to mono/ making* « 

I waJ. 1 -ouiiimumoato with you ina fa./ days are W Oriental 

I’nl.j^hono. 

V..Ty truly yours, 






aSaam 



Jhar.los "atcholor, 


a-ftomo 


uiia past ^Uson has baon 


•ymg 


•f'Bht to Manufacture the Rsrthauct Rorel cable in this country but 


san unaudc *ssful 


sot tinj 


mission 


./ants y.Mi to 


with Rorthaud Rorol V5 (j 


hii!i the right 


royalty or say' 16 


to do anything with 


'.Vil'l you look up this matt or at your oarlj 


.nvonionco and'ad'- 


of the result,? 












Roforrinfj to your f 


of t,h<) a?.nd, xnst., hr "Rdi- 


dcisir 


to state that ha' i/antc tho oust) of ‘tforth fought 


xght out Unlo3S that gentleman xs ^roharod to j.ay all your co; 


“th o\Mdant.ly bog in; 












"iCras'iius 'Vnniin, Rrcj, ' 

314 Broadway,» city. 

I duly received yo»>r favor of tho 32nd, insfc, vith 
enclosure named. Tho system of railroad referred to by your 
Pittsburgh correspondent is nothing more than that of Siemens, 
at present boing used m Europe. My railroad at Mor.lo Park will 
bo ready to bo tested in tho oourso of a fow weeks, I will' ad¬ 
vise, you lator as to tho probable data of' tho tost, and'it will 
•'■afford isia groat pleasure to luivo you present .it tho time. " v/a 
shall doubtless bo able to arrange to put ah electric locomotive 
on your proposed Staton Island railroad, but 1 think it 'would bo 
too 'expensive to take advantage of tho tide, such as. you suggest, 
very truly yours, 
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October 9th, 


/illiam-H, Riding, Rsq, 

Youths Co,'nilanion, 1 

■ ■ 41 Temple Place, 

Boston, Mass, '( 

***** ■' rr! - ' \ 

Referring to your rayor of the nth., 1,, ,'oWft rafar 

you t,o the Bulletins issued by the Edison Rlcotrit}'"Li^ht company 
a complete sot of which is sent you by this mail, Vh<W">kont files 
, of th V Now York papers, and l.ingravr* s artiolo on Oas\ ±nd\4^e>i* 10 
Jji£jh‘t‘ Illumination in a recant number of the Popular^einnoo 
'Monthly . T.f you cannot gat 'he information.you ra.y-'ire fro, i tVeso 
”1 have very groat pleasure in answering any questions 
may' put: to mo, I am sorry to say that I am unable til wri te ’ thd • 
sot of artides that you ask for and my time is so rnudh occupied, 
that it would’ be quite impossible for mo to do so and 'Kir tharmoro 
l make it a rule not to do anythin? of this character, Tf, 
however, there is any other way in which T can assist you, I 


pray* you to command 











October flt’V, 


Pt'.V.i.Do hr aw, Ksq. 

• Wow York Assooiatod Pross 
' ’Bock Box 23, 


Dear' S ir : - 


Washington, D. C. 


Refforing to yours of the 3rd, inst., I hoc to stat 
th"at‘ ^m |i'iiavo in ail 23. r » patents. 130 of those refer to el¬ 
ectric lighting and there will bo 13 rnoro on this snbj oct. which 
will' 'UOM out on October 10th. tf at any time you dosiro in¬ 
formation as to wny of thorn, it will always afford me prosit 
t/leisiiro to supply you with it. I hardly know what you limn by 
saying y«ur wi'e wants an Alison Drop Bight, ^ If you moan so 
of % ! regular lamps, I shall bo vory much plO'ised to send thorn 
you free of cost. 

very truly yours, 















C? Sheshy, Esq. 

Northern Passenger Agent, 

W. st, i,, a p. n. n." 

.13(1 Jefferson Avenue* 

Detroit, Mich, 

Dear Kir:- » “ 

T am duly m rec'oipt of your favor of tho *1 th. inst, 
Tho villuno plant to whioh you refer, has not yet been started' 
at Jto'soTlo, >Vo arc pushing tho work forward, and immediately 
wo have "anything to shove in this oonnootion X will advise you', 
very truly yours, 











October 9th 


c.ustav sutro, Rsq, 


400 Montgomery .St, 


San Franuisco, Cai, 


roeeipt of your favor of tho Moth. ult, Tn 


. reply to your questions, T bog to state that I have' not applied 
stored electricity for the purpose of locomotion as I do not 
bSTiovo that m the present state of the art it is pousibl'o to 
do sb‘ economically, I ;o not fenoof any railroad having run by 
stordd’"ero'o'trloity but have some recollection of reading Of some 
experiments in this connection being made by tho Fan re battery 
people in Paris some five or six months ago. 






















October 10 


Your letter to Hr, Edison came to hand yesterday 
morning, and ho asked mo if I -.youid write you a rew linos m 
reply thereto. I do,not roinombor exactly what It was that Ar¬ 
nold’ White said, but t believe it was something with reference 
to our- business horo and how-very favorable aro our chances of 
do'i'nf' work an compared with those of tho Itight Company in E.ngTa'nd,* 
and hO itado‘aoviral statomonts and iiuotod you as his authority 
which wore hardly in accordance with tho exact, facts. Anyway 
whatever he said is of litt! o importanco, and Edison was extro- 


noly pToased to get, your letter, . We have been having quite - 
somo trouble with the London Company as to our Machinery Ac,, and 


it seems to' bo their impression that wo want to force things on" 
fcheiii and are roping in piles of money at their oxpamio, I know 
you cun ‘disabuse them of any such idea as this and if they think' 
wo -are treating "them in such a way i-t. have told them that ’the best 
thing they can do is to get their machinery elsewhere. Wo like 
customers, but wo do not like them of that kind. Yon might 

send Us that dose of taffy which you say yon wrote on your retiirn 
giving dnuacoount of your electrical inquiries here. some¬ 

times' like to seo ourselves Us othors see us, ' 

The central station has been started all right and ./d 
have noW boon' running for Upwards of a month and ov>rything works 
first' class. The conductors are just bang up and the dynamo ' " 














ng-l nd bn t x suppose it will come out a.ll right ovonbually, 

'Vo got froinAi’iiiington A Sima two or throe days ago th 
largo ohgino 14 by 13. It ia just a daisy. -.-**« yo „ flI . 8t 
Look at i> it looks like ono aiao of a locomotive and -works' li: 
i charm. ft will greatly inVn-OHt us, if, whan Math# Hi Platt 
iavo boon Making machines homo lit.tlo timo so as to givo t'->o;;i i 
*alo idea of prices, you can send tin their figuros. vv 


lark-y has Just gobo off for 3 • 


■ than tho other and vice v 
.a holiday, played out. !ki 


ookfi bang up and 


• >. inly delight od -with tho starting of ''1 


soiatdd Co’s business is something.tremendous. Tho 

wining" dionoy a'rtd tho central station business looks 
o'lrig 'to bo a groat success also. You might write* < 


Of things oloctri 


o' England from your pojjst of viow’ x am sni 

ociat’o' 'it and so would I very much. 

y ' /l ’»*y truly yours. 
















CARBON MUTTONS i*OR TELEPHONE. I have Riven : 
a (ructions for ha.Lf a dozen carbon buttons to bo sent you 


.'STORAGE MATTERY. Tho irregularity in the dynamo wfi'on 
charging mil not affect the current in discharging, but will 
mike considerable difference to the economy, 

WIRING FOR HEAVY PBRgENTAQK OF LOSS. You miy figure ' 
to lose SO j>er cent and still get the proper volts. You have 
to increase the speed of your dynamo in order to do it, but I 
do not think it would heat any more than with the ordinary running 
except. the boarmgo might get a lit tie warm. If you decide to 
ilirowin this way in any place, you must be careful not to put any 
lamps on the wire where you have this loss. Never have but two 
and a half per cent loss on.your laup system, but you can arrange 


Whatever loss you Like in the feeding • 


i of power to the system of , 


i carrying your 'lamps. 
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